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2008 Cultural Statistics Abstract

Cultural statistics classify, organize, record, and present defined cultural environments, outputs,
behaviors, and activities primarily using the quantitative method to provide an understanding and grasp of

cultural phenomena, as well as a basis for analysis, operation, and interpretation.

Cultural statistics development in Taiwan first appeared in the 68" year of the Republic of China
(A.D.1979), in the chapter, "Culture and Leisure" of the "Social Indicators Annual Report" from the
Directorate General of Budget, Accounting and Statistics (DGBAS) of Executive Yuan. In the 1980s,
Taiwan's cultural statistics primarily emerged from the DGBAS of the Executive Yuan. In the 73" year of
the Republic of China (A.D.1984), the DGBAS of the Executive Yuan and the Institute of Ethnology in
Academia Sinica conducted a social change basic survey and compiled it into a special issue, "7arwanese
Society in Transition." In the 76" year of the Republic of China (A.D.1987), cultural statistics appeared in
the "Statistic Range Division Plan for All Levels of the Government and the Central Government Agency."
This plan included 8 subcategories and 46 items separately responsible by the Government Information
Office, the Council for Cultural Affairs (CCA) of Executive Yuan, the Research, Development and
Evaluation Commission, the Council of Agriculture, the Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry of Education,
the National Palace Museum, the National Museum of History, and other agencies with compilation
authority resting on the Council for Cultural Affairs. In the 77" year of R.0.C. (A.D.1988), to develop
official statistics, the DGBAS actively assisted each cultural agency to gather statistics about cultural
facilities, activities, and participation. The Government Information Office developed reports about
general conditions of mass communication business management, program content, types of publication,

and content, all in the domain of cultural statistics.

In the 80" year of the R.0.C. (A.D.1991), the Council for Cultural Affairs first published, "The 80"
Year Cultural Statistics Compilation.” In the following year, the CCA published, "7he 8% Year Cultural
Statistics Compilation," and in the same year also published, "7he 81" Year Cultural Statistics," after
which the Council published annual periodical reports. Beginning in the 89" year of the R.O.C. (A.D.
2000), the Council for Cultural Affairs proposed culturally relevant national development policies.
Therein, the concept of "cultural and creative industries" became Taiwan's primary cultural policy. After
publishing "the 90" Year of Cultural Statistics," the CCA divided cultural statistics into three main fields:
cultural environment, cultural activities, and cultural literacy, and afterwards developed fourteen sub-
fields and thirty-five statistical categories. In the 92" year of the R.O.C. (A.D. 2003), "the characteristics
of cultural and creative industries," "the domain of industries," and "the summary of major international
developments in national, cultural, and creative industries," was added to cultural statistics. In the 96"
year of the R.O.C. (A.D. 2007), the "Cultural Statistics Content and year 94"~95" Publication Plan"
established four major areas of cultural statistics: "Culture and Politics," "Culture and Education," "Culture

and Society," and "Culture and Economy."
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The 2008 Cultural Statistics revision was modified with reference to UNESCO's "Cultural Statistics
Framework" and the cultural statistics and cultural participation survey formats of the European Union,
the United States, and Taiwan. In addition to connecting with previous Taiwan cultural statistics data, the
revision also aligned with international practice. The following article is part of the cultural statistical

results and partial country comparison summary:

Culture and Administration: In the 97" year of the Republic of China (A.D. 2008), the central
government's total budget was NT$1.711717 trillion and the cultural expenditure budget was NT$22.187
billion. The total cultural budget expenditure accounted for 1.30 percent of the central government's total
budget. Over the past decade, cultural expenditures have accounted for 1.14 to 1.53 percent; the average
annual cultural expenditure budget has accounted for about 1.31 percent of the total budget. Compared
with other countries, Taiwan's cultural budget expenditure as a percentage of the total budget is low.
According to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) statistics, in 2008 (the
97" year of the Republic of China), the cultural expenditure as a percentage of the total budget of countries
including the Netherlands (2.93%), France (2.90%), Korea (2.46% in 2007), the United Kingdom (2.26%),
and Germany (1.39%) exceeded that of Taiwan. The percentage of Taiwan's expenditure is only higher

than that of the United States (0.83%) and Japan (0.32% in 2007), the world's top two largest economies.

Culture and Education: In the 97" year of the Republic of China year (A.D. 2008), the CCA and
its affiliated units conducted 488 talent cultivation programs with the number of trainees reaching 23,153
people. Among these, fifty-one cultivation programs organized by the CCA trained 3,399 people. Thirty-
seven students enrolled in the cultural field through the Study-Abroad National Scholarship Examination,
in the 97" year of the R.0.C. Sixteen of those =were in the art field, accounting for 43.24 percent of the
total number of people admitted into cultural fields. Of the entire class of admitted students that same
year, those in the cultural fields accounted for 35.92 percent. Besides exceeding 30 percent in the 97"
year of the R.O.C. (A.D.2008), the percentage of those admitted into cultural fields after taking the Study-
Abroad National Scholarship Examination in other years was between 12 and 30 percent. In addition,

studying abroad through other methods has also influenced the aforementioned situation.

Culture and Society: According to data from the "National Information System for Artistic and
Cultural Activities," 50,705 arts and cultural performance activities were held in the 97" year of the R.O.C.
(A.D.2008) with an attendance of about 137,351,000 people, a 13.71 percent increase compared with
year 96 (A.D.2007). Among the 1,319 interviewees aged 15 or above, 98.5% participated in culture and
arts-related activities in the 97" year of the R.O.C. (A.D. 2008), indicating a high degree of participation.
The participation rate for the various activities included 96.3% for mass communication, 79.4% for culture
and arts organizations and facilities, 73.3% for living arts activities, and 37.6% for visual arts. Although
Taiwan's cultural expenditure percentage is relatively low, the participation rate in cultural activities is
similar to, if not better than, that in other advanced countries. For example, the percentage of Taiwanese

over 15 years of age who visited museums more than once in the 97" year of the R.O.C. was 46.80%,
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higher than that of the United Kingdom (44.50%), Japan (42.20% in 2009), France (42.00%), the United
States(22.70%, art museum), and the EU-27 average (41.00% in 2007).

Culture and Economy: In the 97" year of the R.0.C. (A.D.2008) firms in the cultural and creative
industries totaled 49,372, with a total business volume of NT$588.9 billion. In the 97" year of the R.O.C.
(A.D. 2008) the total average family expenditure for entertainment and cultural education services was
NT$88,122, 1.7 percent less than the 96th year of the R.O.C. (A.D.2007). The increase in education and
research expenses (2.7% annual growth), as well as other consumption expenditure items all exhibited a
negative annual growth rate. According to Taiwan's "2008 Cultural and Creative Industry Development
Annual Report," the value of Taiwan's culture and creative industries in the 96" year of the R.O.C.
(A.D.2007) accounted for 2.65 percent of the GDP. The employment rate was 2.06 percent. After making
domain adjustments, the production value estimate was 3.18 percent of the GDP—higher than Australia
(2.93%), China (2.45%), and New Zealand (1.69%), but lower than the United States (6.56%), the United
Kingdom (3.7%), and South Korea (3.52%). The adjusted employment rate for cultural and creative
industries was 2.06%, lower than the United States (4.03%), Australia (3.8%), the United Kingdom (2.5%),
and New Zealand (2.34%), but higher than South Korea (1.89%) and China (1.48%).

At the time of publishing Taiwan's 2008 Cultural Statistics, UNESCO published a new version of
the 2009 Framework for Cultural Statistics, which amended the inadequacies of the /986 Framework for
Cultural Statistics. In response to the rapid development of science and technology and the rise of culture
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and creative industries, UNESCO proposed "culture cycle," "cultural domains," and "related domains"
for references. Some statistical data in the 2008 Cultural Statistics were not entirely the same as that of
UNESCO's 2009 Framework for Cultural Statistics. Future research should revise the data in accordance
with this new framework. Culture displays national and societal vigor; on the occasion of the publication
of the 2008 Cultural Statistics, we hope that both government and private sectors can maintain and

promote cultural construction and development to create a new page in quality cultural traditions.

(Co-written by Project Host Xin-Tian Liao and Co-Host Yong-Neng Lin)
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