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The freedom to participate in cultural and artistic activities and enjoy its positive effects is a basic
human right, as well as a global universal value. National cultural policies encourage artistic creation and
promote the cultural participation of all people, and cultural statistics are consequently a crucial tool for
examining such policy objectives. Moreover, the economic and social aspects of culture have changed
dramatically in recent years. Apart from paying attention to the essential values of culture, an increasing

number of countries are regarding culture as a means of development.

Culture refers to the unique ways of life and value systems for social groups; these values are
usually not directly measurable, although the significance of culture to human society can be presented
by measuring the behaviors and practices associated with it. Culture is also not immutable; rather,
it evolves with time and interacts with other cultural expressions through communication. Cultural
statistics are established on a conceptual basis and a consensus on what constitutes culture, employing
objective judgments and frameworks to measure various cultural expressions. Through standardized
definitions, cultural statistics not only possess an international basis for comparison, but are also capable
of comprehensively reflecting the various phenomena constituting a country's cultural participation.
Furthermore, the results of these multifarious values can be expressed through the quantitative rationality
of cultural statistics. Although the abstract and spiritual aspects of cultural values cannot be thoroughly
measured, cultural statistics can still be used to understand the status of cultural governance and

participation through scientific and systematic verification, thus possessing positive significance.

Taiwan's Cultural Statistics are based on the 2009 UNESCO Framework for Cultural Statistics and
the 2012 Framework for Cultural Statistics of the Ministry of Culture, linking the relevant classification
criteria for international cultural statistics to present overall cultural outlooks such as the social and
economic aspects of culture. The contents of this book cover the principles of four major fields. "Culture
and Administration" covers aspects such as government organizations, personnel, resource input, and
regulations; "Culture and Education" concerns the training of cultural professionals in government,
schools, and society; "Culture and Society" covers the public's cultural participation and practices; and
"Culture and Industry" presents the development of cultural and creative industries in Taiwan. The

following is a summary of the results for the 2015 cultural statistics in Taiwan.

"Culture and Administration" mainly presents an overview for the organizational structures,
personnel, funding, and regulation amendments in Taiwan's public and tertiary sectors in 2015. The central

government's budget for cultural expenditure in 2015 was NT$31,785.08 million, a substantial increase
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of 13.19% compared to 2014. The proportion of the cultural expenditure budget to the total budget rose
from 1.47% in 2014 to a historic high of 1.64% in 2015. Cultural expenditure by local governments
fell slightly to NT$32,608.15 million in 2015, and its proportion to their total budget slightly decreased
from 3.06% in 2014 to 3.04% in 2015, though it still remained above 3%. Regarding the cultural
administrative workforce, the Ministry of Culture as well as its affiliated agencies and administrative
corporations employed 2,284 people in 2015. Combined with the 3,069 people from the culture-related
central government institutions, the cultural sector involved a total of 5,353 people, indicating a 0.43%
decrease from the 5,376 people in 2014. The workforce of local governments' Cultural Affairs departments
increased by 7.55% to 4,415 personnel in 2015. Overall, the central government's cultural expenditure
funding grew considerably, although the cultural workforce decreased slightly, whereas the local

governments slightly reduced cultural spending and increased in cultural workers.

"Culture and Education" explains the current talent cultivation conditions and statuses in Taiwan's
cultural-related sectors. In 2015, a total of 154 colleges and universities offered culture-related courses,
and up to 13,095 full-time faculty were appointed. A total of 437,020 students enrolled in culture-related
disciplines, accounting for 32.80% of all higher education students in Taiwan, and a total of 88,157
students graduated from culture-related disciplines, accounting for 28.57% of all higher education
graduates in Taiwan. In public and vocational high schools, 217,364 students enrolled in culture-related
subjects, accounting for approximately 27.43% of all public and vocational high school students. 73,385
graduates took culture-related subjects; this number accounted for 26.92% of all high school graduates in

2015.

"Culture and Society" mainly illustrates Taiwan's cultural resources and cultural displays,
participations, and exchanges of cultural activities. Taiwan's cultural heritage include 2,221 sites with
monuments, historical buildings, settlements, historical sites, and cultural landscapes, as well as 1,496
artifacts and 453 items related to traditional and folk art were catalogued. Moreover, 4,425 venues for
cultural exhibitions and performances were recorded in 2015, with an average of 188 such events per one
million people. A total of 53,908 arts and cultural activities were held nationwide with 247.187 million
attendees in 2015, indicating an average of 23 arts and cultural activities per one million people; however,
the average number of events attended per person was 10.52, which was lower than 2014. In 2015, 30
national culture-related institutions recorded an aggregated total of 42.2399 million visitors, with each
institution having an average of 1.408 million visitors, down from 1.4356 million in 2014. The number of
visitors charged for admission accounted for 31.35% of all visitors, which was higher than that in 2014

(30.34%). In entertainment and popular music, 594 films were released in 2015, an increase compared
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to 2014. The first-run box office in Taipei City was NT$4,204 million, indicating a substantial increase
of 13.38% over 2014. Furthermore, music sales amounted to NT$1,814 million in 2015, with a 13.56%
decrease in physical album sales compared to 2014, but a substantial 21.30% increase in the digital music

market. The overall music sales in 2015 were 2.01% higher than 2014.

This year's survey reflects the participation behavior over the past year; that is, the average
participation in 2015 and 2016. The public's participation in the various types of activities over the past
year, including film, television, radio, newspapers, magazines, performing arts, visual arts, museums, and
cultural festivals was lower compared to the year before. The average spending per household in 2015 was
NT$759,647, of which NT$73,242 was spent on leisure, culture, and education, representing 9.64% of
the total spending. If education expenditures and travel package tour expenses are excluded, the average

cultural spending per household was NT$21,537, which is 3.05% less than that of 2014.

On the whole, the participation in cultural activities declined in 2015, with both the numbers of arts
and cultural activities and their participants decreasing. The number of visitors to national culture-related
institutions also diminished. The variety of arts and cultural activities in 2015/2016 was also lower than in
2014/2015. Excluding the spending on education and travel packages, the average cultural consumption

spending was also lower compared to 2014.

"Culture and Industry" mainly illustrates the development of the culture and creative industries
in Taiwan. In 2015, they comprised a total of 62,985 businesses, indicating a 1.24% growth compared
to 2014; their total revenue was NT$833.9 billion, indicating a slight increase of 1.80% from that in
2014. The proportion of exports remained at approximately 10%, although its proportion in relation to
Taiwan's nominal gross domestic product dropped to 4.98%. Employment in culture-related industries
totaled 252,307 people, a 2.76% increase compared to 2014. This also accounted for 2.25% of the
overall employment in Taiwan, which displayed a trend of annual increase. Based on these results, the
performance of the cultural and creative industries showed a slight increase in turnover and employment,
whereas the share of exports also rose compared to 2014. However, compared to other industries, the
turnover proportion of the cultural and creative industries in 2015 in relation to the gross domestic product

(GDP) registered a decreasing trend.

On the whole, the government's cultural spending in 2015 showed a substantial increase, particularly
in the central government's cultural expenditure. However, public participation in cultural activities
indicated a slight decline, with the number of participants in national arts and culture activities decreasing
for the first time in recent years. The public's participation rate in various arts and cultural activities also

declined in the last year (the average of 2015/2016), which is reflected in the consumption statistics; the

VI



public's culture-related spending was also lower in 2014 after excluding education and travel expenditures.
Moreover, despite an increase in the number of culture-related businesses, turnover, and employment

compared to 2014, the turnover proportion in relation to national GDP and export shares continued to

decline.
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