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Abstract

This survey is conducted through the methods of collecting information,
interviews, focus group and questionnaire survey using the new data which
Is updated from the industry survey last year to discover the current status
and trend of Taiwan craft industry.

According to the result of industry survey, the current status of Taiwan
craft industry is as follows: (1) crafters assimilate contemporary aesthetic
design into the traditional craft products through co-op projects to add
value; (2) crafters overcome the obstacles of limited production by
simplifying the complicated craft techniques and using alternative or
composite materials; and (3) crafters brand their works or products and
improve sales by developing market channels and participating the
domestic and international fairs.

The market expansion is still on track in 2014; whereas there are several
specific problems to be dealt with, including: (1) challenges of matching
design concepts with craft techniques and the problem of profit sharing; (2)
risk of industry chain disruption; (3) absence of an integrated marketing
platform; and (4) lack of talent to inherit traditional skills.

This research suggests that government may adopt specific policies to
support industry development, including offering material R&D assistance,
developing a communication platform to support the cross-industry
cooperation, offering business supports, creating the product identification
and the certification of different level of craft talent, supporting the
international marketing, and strengthening the talent training.

Keywords: craft industry, industry chain, industry survey, cross-industry
cooperation.
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